[bookmark: _Hlk14709065][bookmark: _Hlk20389765]The Church Year Set Up
[image: ][image: ]
Making the Circle:
· I found a large space and used Painters Tape to create a large circle
· It depended on props for how big your circle needs to be. Ours was over 20’
· Using Painters Tape, I divided the Circle into the different Seasons (based on the diagram in The Lutheran Handbook / Here We Stand Student Book)
· I wanted to make sure I had room so the sizes of each season aren’t necessary the same as the diagram
· We didn’t do every holiday due to time
· To create the colors on the ground I used a variety of Butcher Paper, Large Pieces of Fabric & Plastic Tablecloths. All of them have their pros and cons, but I preferred the Butcher Paper. 
Supplies:
· Before starting to create this, I made sure to have all of my supplies. Almost all of ours were found in our church, otherwise staff members brought things from home.
· Something I focused on doing was bringing things that we use in our Sanctuary (during that season). For example, we hang the Gold Cross during the Easter Season.
· Each Season also has a card with an explanation
Church Calendar: 
· Advent 
· Card: Advent is the start of the Christian New Year! It is a season of preparation and excitement as we eagerly wait for both the celebration of Jesus’ birth and for Jesus to come again
· [bookmark: _Hlk19743627]Symbols: The color blue, Advent Wreath, Christmas Tree (with no decorations)
· Christmas
· Card: We Celebrate Jesus’ birth – that God loves us so much that Jesus came to live and be with us in order to save us all
· Symbols? The color white, A Nativity Scene, Decorated Christmas Tree
· Epiphany
· Card: Epiphany means revelation, and, in this season, we celebrate the revelation that Jesus is God’s Son. Some of the stories we hear in this season are of the Wise Men giving gifts to the young King Jesus and Jesus’s baptism where God the Father declares that Jesus is his beloved Son.
· Symbols: The colors White/Green, Gifts of the Wise Men, Bowl of Water with Shell & Baptismal Candle
· Lent
· Card: Lent is a season of reflection and repentance. We are encouraged to confess our own sins and think on all Jesus did to forgive us and the whole word through his crucifixion and death
· Symbols: The color purple, Ashes, Nails, Crown of Thornes, Cross
· Easter
· Card: Christ is Risen! Alleluia! On Easter we celebrate because Jesus defeated death and is alive that we too will have new life after death.
· Symbols: White/Gold, Empty Tomb & Butterfly
· Pentecost
· Card: On Pentecost we celebrate the sending of the Holy Spirit and the Birthday of the church. In the miracle of understanding different languages, we remember that we belong to a global church. 
· Symbols: Red, Candles, Red Balloons & a Globe/World Map
· Ordinary Time / Time after Pentecost
· Card: The Longest Season of the Church year is a time to grow in your faith while learning about loving and serving God and neighbor. During this season we celebrate Reformation Sunday (where Martin Luther Challenged the church to remember that we are saved by grace, not by works) and All Saints Sunday (where we remember people who have died and trust that they are with God)
· Symbols: Green, Plants & Seeds
· Christ the King
· Card: This is the last day of the church year. We end the year remember the Jesus is King and committing to work for his kingdom where all are cared for and loved.
· Symbols: White, Crown
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IMPORTANT NOTE: Below you’ll find the Curriculum that we created to go with our Visual Church Year Calendar. We recreated our Confirmation Program to allow different learning styles and movement into our Wednesday Nights. Some Important things to understand this curriculum include:
· This is designed for 7/8 Graders for a 15 Minute Lesson
· The Confirmation Curriculum is called “What does this Mean” and we start with Large Group Time lead by one of our Pastors for 10 Minutes. They introduce the theme of the day and any announcements. The youth are then split into their small groups and rotate through 2-3 different stations based on that day’s theme. Each stations is about 15 minutes. The Small Groups end their evening in a 30-minute discussion about the theme, the different stations and how they can use this knowledge
· The dates listed are for the 2020 Church Year
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Not every holiday is listed for time and keeping their attention
What does this Mean? Worship Part 1
Rotation Station: The Church Year
What am I doing: You will be walking through the church year calendar with the youth! It will be in Fellowship Hall in a large circle (it will mirror The Seasons of the Church Year calendar attached to this station). 
Start at Advent and go through the church year letting them guess the station, read the card at the station, talk about the symbols/how it represents the season and talk about when it takes place. You will go through the entire year and end with Christ the King.  
Feel free to ask your own questions or adjust the way you teach it. 
Ask these questions (or something along the same lines): 
· What is everybody’s favorite season?
· Did you know that the church has its own calendar and celebrates different seasons (but it looks a little different)? Does anybody know some different seasons we have? 
· What are some of the holidays that we celebrate in the church year? Do these holidays (like Christmas and Easter) last one day or more than one day in the church year?
Say: Today we’re going to look the church calendar. This is a calendar that our church and other Lutheran Churches follow. This circle represents all of the different seasons and holidays in the church year. We’re going to look at the symbols of each season, learn about it and look at what time of year it takes place. We’re going to start at the beginning of the church year.
Church Calendar: 
· Advent 
· Does anybody know what season this is?
· Read the Card: Advent is the start of the Christian New Year! It is a season of preparation and excitement as we eagerly wait for both the celebration of Jesus’ birth and for Jesus to come again
· How do these symbols represent this season? The color blue, Advent Wreath, Christmas Tree (with no decorations)
· Why do you think the tree doesn’t have any decorations?
· Advent lasts 4 Sunday’s and this year Advent starts on December 1, 2019 
· Christmas
· Does anybody know what season this is?
· Read the Card: We Celebrate Jesus’ birth – that God loves us so much that Jesus came to live and be with us in order to save us all
· How do these symbols represent this holiday? The color white, A Nativity Scene, Decorated Christmas Tree
· How long does Christmas Last? 12 Days! 
· Christmas always takes place on December 25th and lasts for 12 days
· Epiphany
· Does anybody know what season this is? 
· Read the Card: Epiphany means revelation, and, in this season, we celebrate the revelation that Jesus is God’s Son. Some of the stories we hear in this season are of the Wise Men giving gifts to the young King Jesus and Jesus’s baptism where God the Father declares that Jesus is his beloved Son.
· How do these symbols represent this season? The colors White/Green, Gifts of the Wise Men, Bowl of Water with Shell & Baptismal Candle
· How many Wise Men were there? This is a trick questions – everybody assumes that there are 3 because 3 gifts are listed in the Bible – nobody knows!
· Epiphany takes place 12 days after Christmas (January 6th) but is celebrated on the closest Sunday (this year it will take place on January 12th, 2020). The length of Epiphany varies from year to year, depending on when Lent begins
· Lent
· Does anybody know what season this is?
· Read the Card: Lent is a season of reflection and repentance. We are encouraged to confess our own sins and think on all Jesus did to forgive us and the whole word through his crucifixion and death
· How do these symbols represent this season? The color purple, Ashes, Nails, Crown of Thornes, Cross
· What holiday does Lent start on? Ash Wednesday (explain what Ash Wednesday is if they don’t know)
· Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent and lasts until Easter Sunday. The time between represents the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness (if you count, there are 40 days in lent – not including Sundays). This year Ash Wednesday is on February 26th
· At the very end of Lent, we celebrate holy week that celebrate Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday & Good Friday. Does anybody know what these holidays represent?
· Easter
· What holiday is this? 
· Read the Card: Christ is Risen! Alleluia! On Easter we celebrate because Jesus defeated death and is alive that we too will have new life after death.
· How do these symbols represent this holiday? White/Gold, Empty Tomb & Butterfly
· How long does Easter last? Seven Weeks!
· This year Easter will take place on April 12, 2020 and is celebrated for the seven weeks!
· Pentecost
· What holiday is this?
· Read the Card: On Pentecost we celebrate the sending of the Holy Spirit and the Birthday of the church. In the miracle of understanding different languages, we remember that we belong to a global church. 
· How do these symbols represent this holiday? Red, Candles, Red Balloons & a Globe/World Map
· This year Pentecost will be celebrated on May 31, 2020.
· Ordinary Time / Time after Pentecost
· What holiday is this?
· Read the Card: The Longest Season of the Church year is a time to grow in your faith while learning about loving and serving God and neighbor. During this season we celebrate Reformation Sunday (where Martin Luther Challenged the church to remember that we are saved by grace, not by works) and All Saints Sunday (where we remember people who have died and trust that they are with God)
· How do these symbols represent this holiday? Green, Plants & Seeds
· We are currently in this time right now and it started in June!
· We also celebrate two holidays during this season called Reformation Sunday (October 27th, 2019; October 25th, 2020) and All Saints Sunday (November 3rd; November 1st, 2020). 
· Christ the King
· What Holiday is this?
· Read the Card: This is the last day of the church year. We end the year remember the Jesus is King and committing to work for his kingdom where all are cared for and loved.
· How do these symbols represent this holiday? White, Crown
· Christ the King Sunday is the last Sunday of the church year. This year it will take place on November 27th (and on November 22nd in 2020)
Follow Up Discussion/Questions (if there is time)
· Which holidays/seasons did you know about? Which ones did you not know about?
· The colors of each of these holidays/seasons are represented every week at church. Where do you see them?
· Did you know you can look at the front of the bulletin each week to see which season we are in?
· What is something new you learned about the church calendar?
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