What We Need To Do:

Lament past failures:

* Allowed abusers access to vulnerable children.
* Allowed theological and scriptural justification
for abuse, neglect, and threats to children.

* Failed to recognize the fullness of the image of
God in children.

* Failed to welcome and care for children as
Jesus would have us.

* Allowed racism and white supremacy to justify
abuse under the guise of “child protection.”

Call for confession and new
practices to prevent harm.

In Conclusion:

We are a church called to affirm God's love
for all children and victims of maltreatment.

We are committed to advocacy, policy
implementation, and trauma-informed care
for those in need.

Guidance for
Protecting Children:

We are committed to:

e mandatory reporting

* nonviolence

* trauma-informed ministry
We strongly encourage:

* background checks

* two-adult rule

® training

* clear reporting info

® privacy protections

* visible counseling spaces

* limits on confidentiality
We advocate:

* support for family leave

* anti-discrimination work

e child labor laws

* gun violence prevention

ELCA SOCIAL
STATEMENT
SUMMARY:

CHILD

PROTECTION

The entire statement
can be found here:

elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/current-
social-writing-projects/child-protection

WHO WE ARE

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is one of the
largest Christian denominations in the United States, with nearly 3.3

million members in more than 8,900 worshiping communities across
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the 50 states and the Caribbean.

Lutheran Church
in America

This social statement encourages daring confidence in God's grace.

Together, we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.
The ELEA is an educational ministry of the EL

collaboration across ELCA ministries and
public systems to protect children.
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Purpose:

To address how children can be hurt within the
church and intentionally work towards systems
that protect them. In addition, it offers a
theological vision of childhood with a call for

stronger commitments to children’s well-being.

“Will our children
be nurtured and transformed
by the faith and community that trust
and confess the God who calls us?“

Social Statement on: Our Calling in Education, 2007

Understanding Child

Maltreatment:
children

A experience
| n abuse or
neglect.

Maltreatment takes many forms:
* neglect (most common)
* physical, emotional & sexual abuse
(including online)
Contributing factors include:
® poverty
* substance abuse
* lack of parental knowledge
* racism, ableism, sexism
Consequences include:
* long-term physical, emotional, and spiritual
harm + intergenerational trauma.

Lutheran Theology
of Childhood:

* Children are gifts of God,
fully human, made in God'’s image.
e Adults must love, protect, and advocate for
children as vulnerable neighbors.
e Children are included in the ELCA’s
expectation of “Justice principles:”
o Sufficiency: Children have the right to
have their basic needs met.
o Sustainability: Adults have the
responsibility to respect children.
o Participation: Children have the right to

be treated as human beings with
dignity.

o Solidarity: Children can expect
advocates for their rights.



