Pet Blessing

People love animals. There is something about God's creatures that brings us joy—especially those that
live or have lived with us. This includes beloved stuffed animals, dogs, cats, birds, snakes, lizards, goats,
pigs, chickens, bees—and any animal that we see and help care for.

St. Francis of Assisi loved God, people, and all of God's creatures, and we celebrate his life and his love
for animals each year on St. Francis of Assisi Sunday, which is usually the first Sunday in October.

Bible Reading

St. Francis loved all creatures because he believed all of nature was the "mirror of God." Read
about the creation of the animals from your favorite story Bible or from Genesis 1:20-26, 31.
God created all the animals and God created humans, and it was good!

Pet Blessing at Home

Now it is time to bless the beloved animals in your life. Gather your family and your pets
together and prepare to bless each of your animals. Don't have a pet? Grab a favorite stuffed
animal or visit a favorite pet in your neighborhood. Give each of the animals a hug and maybe a
special treat, and say these words.

(Name of pet), we love you so much!

We are so thankful that you live with us.
You make us smile every day.

(Name of pet), we thank God for you!

We promise to love and care for you always.
Amen.
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Other Animal Blessings

We can bless animals that aren't pets too! Try these other animal blessings outside, at the zoo,
at a farm, or in other places.

All Creatures Blessing
Go outside and notice the animals, birds, and insects around you.

(List creatures that live outside in your neighborhood—as many as you can), we love you so much!
We are so thankful that you live all around us.

You make us smile and fill us with wonder every day.

(Repeat the list from the first line), we thank God for you!

We promise to love and care for you always. Amen.

Zoo Animal Blessing
As you walk around the zoo, bless the animals at each exhibit.

(Animal type), we love you so much!

We are so thankful that you are part of our world.
We love to learn about you.

(Animal type), we thank God for you!

We promise to love and care for you always. Amen.

Farm Animal Blessing
Give thanks for the animals that feed, clothe, and help us.

(Name of animal), we love you so much!

We are thankful for the gifts you give us—food, drink, clothing, friendship.
You provide for us every day.

(Name of animal), we thank God for you!

We promise to love and care for you always. Amen.

St. Francis's Prayer

St. Francis loved all creatures—human and animal—and worked tirelessly for peace in our
world. He also wrote a prayer about peace that is well known today. After all your animal

blessings are finished, gather and close by saying St. Francis's prayer. How might you be a
channel of peace, love, faith, hope, light, and joy to people, animals, and all of creation?

Lord, make me a channel of your peace. Where there's despair in life let me bring hope;
Where there is hatred let me bring your love;  Where there is darkness, only light;

Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord; And where there's sadness ever joy.

And where there's doubt, true faith in you. Amen.

Make me a channel of your peace.
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Bonus: Pet Care Projects

One way to show love and care for animals is to make toys for them! Make them for your own
animals, friends' pets, your favorite veterinarian's office, or an animal shelter.

Cat Toy Ideas
* Kitty Table Tennis: Use markers to decorate a table tennis ball with designs. Cats will love
to bat the ball around!

 Ribbon Dancing: Attach a few 12- to 18-inch-long ribbons to a clothespin. Cats love to try to
catch things that are dangled in their faces.

Dog Toy Ideas

* Rope Bone: Cut polar fleece or old t-shirts into strips 1-2 inches wide and 12-18 inches long.
Braid them together and tie them off at the end. Dogs will love to pull on it with you, or
maybe just chew on it.

» Summer Sock-sicle: Find an old long sock. Tie a knot or two or three in it, then soak it in
water and put it in the freezer. Your pup will love the icy chew toy on a hot day!
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