The Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) is one of the largest
Christian denominations in the United

States, with nearly 3.3 million members in
more than 8,900 worshiping communities
across the 50 states and the Caribbean.

We are the church that shares a living,
daring confidence in God's grace.

Together, we do God's work in Christ’s
name for the life of the world. The ELEA
is an educational ministry of the ELCA.

“ELCA Recommended Practices for Lifelong Faith
Formation” Free to download at
https: //www.ministrylinks.online /ministry.html

“Little Steps, Big Faith” Dawn Rundman, 2018.

“Families at the Center of Faith Formation” by
Leif Kehrwald, John Roberto, Gene and Jolene
Roehlkepartain, Lifelong Faith Associates, 2016.

“The Child in the Bible” edited by Marcia J.
Bunge, 2008.

“I Wonder: Engaging a Child's Curiosity About the
Bible” by Elizabeth Caldwell, 2016,

"Teochin%Godly Play: How to Mentor the
Spiritual Development of Children” by Jerome W.
Berryman, 1995.

“Original Blessing: Putting Sin in Its Rightful
Place”
Danielle Shroyer, 2016.

The ELEA is guided by

the Holy Spirit to nurture

children by providing schools and
early learning centers grounded
in academic excellence

and our Lutheran

identity.

CONTACT

800-500-7644
infoeelcaschools.org
www.elcaschools.org
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In alignment with the ELCA social policy resolution;
we are grounded in the scriptural truth that we are
all created good and in the image of God. As a
Christian community, specifically engaged in
education and moral awareness, we task ourselves to
provide safe environments that are intentional about
equality for all races, people with disabilities, all
sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender
expressions.

For ELCA school and learning
center leaders, teachers, staff,
parents, and caregivers.

Imagine people of all
ages living their faith,
claiming their Christian
identity, and sharing God’s
love in the world in creative
and unique ways.
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“Will our children
be nurtured and transformed

by the faith and community that trust
and confess the God who calls us?*

Social Statement on: Our Calling in Education, 2007

SPIRITUALITY OF
FAITH FORMATION

1. As Lutheran Christians, faith
formation is rooted in the recognition
that faith is a gift from God guided by
the Holy Spirit and made evident in the
life, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. This gift, available to each person,
is formed over time, in community, and in
our encounters in the world.

2. This gift of faith shapes our identity as
children of God and our view of others.
Claimed as subjects of God's love,
Christians come to see all people as
beloved by God and are united by the Holy
Spirit.

3. “Faith is a living, bold trust in God's
grace.” This statement of Martin Luther is a

reminder that faith is dynamic, personal,
and to be integrated into daily living.

4. Faith is shaped and formed in

community. God's living Word continually
forms and informs our lives and
communities, and the sacraments provide
tangible expressions of God's mystery and
grace.

5. Faith formation is a shared calling;
school, church, home.

6. Faith has an outward expression.
7. Faith offers hope.

*Learn more in our White Paper at

www.ministrylinks.online /about
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