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Connecting the Reformation  

with Children, Families and the Home 



What are you currently doing in your congregation to 

engage children and families in faith talk? 

What have you heard or seen shared today 

that is new to you? 

What excites you and what will you take 

back to your congregation? 

How can we stay in touch and connect and 

network with one another? 

Keep these in mind. We 
will revisit them in a 

short while… 



What important aspects of the 

Reformation and our ever-reforming 

church would our children and 

households benefit from learning? 

How can we actively involve children, 

youth, and families in hands-on faith 

formation opportunities during worship, 

at home, and in the community?  



“fathers and mothers 
are apostles, bishops, 

and priests…” 

People are empowered 
to do God’s work as 

part of the 
“priesthood of all 

believers.”  



https://www.augsburgfortress.org/ 

Thank you 
Augsburg 
Fortress! 

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/


https://www.churchnext.tv/library/what-would-luther-do-today/44943/about/ 

Starts January 16th 

Registration closes January 31st 

It’s free! 
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• Milestones 

• Godly Play 

• Set aside a season 

• Art 

• Hymnody 

• Lord’s Prayer Signing 

• Involvement during worship 



http://www.godlyplay.org/ 

“At the heart of Lutheranism is grace and wonder.” 

http://www.godlyplay.org/


…in the home, the community, and the congregation… 

At the heart of Milestones Ministry are the Four Keys 

faith practices: Caring Conversations, Devotions, 

Service, and Rituals and Traditions. 

www.milestonesministry.org 

http://www.milestonesministry.org/


 Name it 

 Equip it 

 Bless it 

 Gift it 

 Reinforce it 

How do we identify and connect faith to 

milestones in our lives ? 

Broken Bone 





https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/ 

 children’s message 

 prayers during Prayers of 

Intercession 

https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/


sundaysandseasons.com 

 children’s bulletins ex. Sparkhouse “Reformation 

Sunday” 

 making props and signs with words used in worship 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHZiPWxpEvM 

• learning to sign the Lord’s Prayer  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHZiPWxpEvM


• Discuss religious symbolism, art, banners, etc. 

• Intergenerational table event 



YouTube – A Mighty Fortress 

• Luther wrote many songs 

• He viewed hymnody as a way to get theology  

into the hands /voices of the people 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6k8DFb8fWs


http://www.justinroberts.org/home.php 

• How can young people be involved in worship? 

http://www.justinroberts.org/home.php


• Include children being actively involved during worship 



• Could a young person in your congregation  

chant the leader refrain of the psalm? 



• Puppets 



• Invite the children to do the children’s message 

• For the children, by the children 



• Invite all ages to do ministry together 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjZrwk6bz3Q 

• Sing and sign scripture 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjZrwk6bz3Q


• Prayground? Rocking chairs? Children’s Leadership? 

• Contact Rev. Janelle Hooper for consulting and advice. 

 



• Milestones 

• Rally Day/Pentecost 

• Story Bibles 

• Luther movie 

• Indulgences Activity 

• Take a stand 

• Faith Practices for the Home 



…in the home, the community, and the congregation… 

At the heart of Milestones Ministry are the Four Keys 

faith practices: Caring Conversations, Devotions, 

Service, and Rituals and Traditions. 

www.milestonesministry.org 

http://www.milestonesministry.org/


Five Principles for living and passing on faith: 

 

• Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit 

through personal, trusted relationships – often in 

our own homes. 

• The church is a living partnership between the 

ministry of the congregation and ministry of the 

home. 

• Where Christ is present in faith, the home is 

church too. 

• Faith is caught more than it is taught. 

• If we want Christian children and youth, we need 

Christian adults. 

 



Four Keys for practicing faith: 

 

• Caring Conversations 

• Devotions 

• Service 

• Rituals and Traditions 



In celebration of the 500th 

Anniversary, there is a 

Milestone Moment designed 

for you to use at home or as 

a faith community.  

 

Click here to download. 

 Name it 

 Equip it 

 Bless it 

 Gift it 

 Reinforce it 

https://vfmmilestonesministry.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/07-reformation-anniversary.pdf


http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Program-Planners 

• Rally Day 
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• Books and Story Bibles 



www.faithink.com 

http://www.faithink.com/


https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/category/286447/Bibles 

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/category/286447/Bibles


https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/category/286447/Bibles 

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/category/286447/Bibles


• Sell Indulgences 

• Connect with LWR 



• Faith practices  

• Monthly fellowship time for all ages 



• Milestones 

• Past and current 

• The Little Lutheran and Living Lutheran 

• Ask the youth! 

• Non-fiction children’s books 

• Skits and Puppets 

• Biblical Storytelling 



• Faith practices  

• Monthly fellowship time for all ages 



• Biblical storytelling 

• Skits, signing, puppets, acting out 



What are you currently doing in your 

congregation to engage children and 

families in faith talk? 



What have you heard or seen shared 

today that is new to you? 

What excites you and what will you take 

back to your congregation? 



How can we stay in touch and connect 

and network with one another? 



Additional Resources: 

Ever-Reforming:  

A Reformation 500 Cross-Generational Study 

A Collaborative Ministry of the North Carolina Synod edited 

by Mindy and Eric Childers. 

www.nclutheran.org 

Teaching Children about Martin Luther and the Reformation 

Montana Synod edited by the Rev. Amanda Applehans 

http://tinyurl.com/javwfg8 

http://www.nclutheran.org/
http://tinyurl.com/javwfg8


Link to Opening the Door on YouTube 

Rick Steves is active in a Lutheran 

congregation in WA. 

Rick Steves 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?annotation_id=annotation_661203&feature=iv&src_vid=3GkyptKvtKQ&v=PbD7WZr_lMI


https://www.creativecommunications.com/ 

https://www.creativecommunications.com/


http://www.buildfaith.org/ 

http://www.buildfaith.org/


 

 

http://www.elca500.org/?_ga=1.166645303.886026874.1476281086 

Connect, discover and share information about 

the 500th anniversary observance of the 

Lutheran Reformation. 

http://www.elca500.org/?_ga=1.166645303.886026874.1476281086


www.faithfulteaching.org 

Group Page 

Organization Page 

http://faithfulteaching.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LACE2011/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristianEducationNetworkoftheELCA/


http://www.youthministrylinks.org/ 

http://www.ministrylinks.online/ 

http://www.youthministrylinks.org/
http://www.ministrylinks.online/


Rev. Janelle Rozek Hooper Debbie Streicher 

Contact info: 

janelle.hooper@elca.org dstreicher52@gmail.com 

http://www.youthministrylinks.org/ https://milestonesministry.org/ 
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